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ORDINANCE NO. _ 2011-364

SPONSOR Mr. Pry

DATE December 12, 2011 COMMITTEE Rules

An amended Ordinance amending Section 521.10 of the Codified Ordinances of the County
of Summit, entitled “Noxious Weeds and Rank Vegetation,” to provide for a more efficient
enforcement of that Section, for the Executive’s Department of Law, Insurance and Risk
Management, and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, Section 521.10 of the Codified Ordinances of the County of Summit,
entitled “Noxious Weeds and Rank Vegetation,” sets forth the prohibition against noxious weeds
and rank vegetation on improved property in municipalities and townships served by the County
Building Department; and

WHEREAS, Sections 731.51-731.54 of the Chio Revised Code provide for the removal
of noxious weeds in a municipal corporation, and Sections 5579.05-5579.07 of the Ohio Revised
Code provide for the removal of noxious weeds in a township, and these sections of the Ohio
Revised Code give property owners five days after receiving notice of noxious weeds growing on
their land to remove the noxious weeds; and

WHEREAS, zoning inspectors should have primary authority to enforce Section 521.10
of the Codified Ordinances of the County of Summit because of the limited authority of County
Building Inspectors; and

WHEREAS, the municipality or township that removes noxious weeds or rank vegetation
should take more responsibility for pursuing compensation by land owners; and

WHEREAS, property owners should be given legally sufficient notice of the conditions
on their property before the municipality or township acts to remove noxious weeds and/or rank
vegetation; and

WHEREAS, after reviewing all pertinent information, this Council has determined that
the acceptance and approval of the aforementioned amendment to Section 521.10 of the Codified
Ordinances of the County of Summit is necessary and in the best interest of the County of
Summit;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the County of Summit,
State of Ohio, that:

SECTION 1

Section 521.10 of the Codified Ordinances of the County of Summit, entitled “Noxious
Weeds and Rank Vegetation,” is hereby amended as follows:
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SECTION 1 (cont’d.)
521.10 NOXIOUS WEEDS AND RANK VEGETATION

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:
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(1) “Weeds” includes, but is not limited, to the following: Bittersweet (Nightshade),
Buckthorn, Thistles, Curley Dock, Comcockle, Golden Rod, Iron Weed, Horse Nettle,
Johnsongrass, Milkweed, Oxeye daisy, Quackgrass, Queen Anne’s Lace, Wild Onion,
Wild Mustard, Wild Parsnips, Prickly Lettuce, and other plants capable of causing
skin reactions upon contact, or producing severe allergic respiratory reactions.

(2) “Noxious weeds” means those plants defined as “Prohibited Noxious Weeds” in
Section 901:5-37-01 of the Ohio Administrative Code and any of the following:
Golden Rod, Poison Hemlock, Poison Ivy, Poison Oak, Ragweed, Stinging Nettle,
and other plants capable of causing skin reactions upon contact or producing severe
allergic respiratory reactions.

(3) “Rank vegetation” means any growth of weeds or grass to a height of eight inches or
higher on any improved property.

(4) “Improved property” shall mean any property that has constructed upon it, or in
proximity to it, any building or similar structure used or intended to be used as the
residence or domicile of persons or as a place of business where persons are present
during working hours or any property in a residential subdivision to which is extended
any improvement required by the Subdivision Regulations.

(b) The County of Summit has hereby determined that the presence of noxious weeds or rank

vegetation on any improved property in any township or the right-of-way portion of any
non-improved property in any township erea-in-the-County-under-thejurisdiction-of the
Building-Department-of the County ef Susmmit after the first day of May each year is a

public nuisance.

(c) The Clerk of County Council shall publish in one (1) newspaper of leeal general

circulation during the first day of May each year notice of the County’s determination that
noxious weeds and rank vegetation are public nuisances. The notice shall further demand

that all owners of impeeved property in any township arees-underthe—jurisdiction-of the
Building-Department-remove all noxious weeds and regularly cut rank vegetation to a
height of less than eight inches on improved property, _and withip the right-of-way portion
of any non-improved property.

(d) After the publication of the foregoing notice, should any noxious weeds or rank

vegetation be found on any improved property_or M;g;n ;hc ggg; g; gy_ ggz_tlgn gf gnx
non-improved property in any township, the areas-underthe-ju; .
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SECTION 1 (cont’d.)
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of Zoning Inspectors in these-areas that township

shall cause wntten notice to be served by certified mail upon the tax mailing address of

the owner gg ;1_]g g;gg erty g Qg g;gggg l_:x ghe County gggcgl ggggger, -Leese&-sgen%*r

w nottfymg them oWwner that noxious weeds and/or rank vegetatlon is growing
on the property and/or that the noxious weeds must be removed and the rank vegetation
must be cut and removed w1th1n fwo-weeks five 151 day of recelpt of such notice. Hthe

m&ﬂ— If dehverv via certlﬁed mall falls notice snay _Mbe served to the same mallmg

ddress by regular 1J.S. Mail, ev1deneed by a certificate of malllng, and a copy of the

SEEG=aEsE heving or-otherpersen-in eontsetof the property fails
to comply with the foregomg notlce in the specified time period, the Building-Department
erJoeeal-Zoning Inspector of the township shall cause all noxious weeds to be removed
and all rank vegetation to be cut and removed at the expense of the requesting

mumetpa-l-tt—y—er townshlp The expenses for all necessary work—me}u-dm-g—but—net—hmﬁed

by—eemﬂed—mm-l elated to the rernova.l of the nox1ous weeds or rank vegetatlon and any

costs associated with the enforcement of this Section or any notice required hereunder

shall be billed to the owner of the property by the township and reimbursed to the
township by the owner of the property. If the property owner fails to reimburse the
muﬂ*erp&hty—ef township for its expenses within thirty (30) days, the Clerkof Couneil
wnship shall send written notice to the County Fiscal Officer of the action of the
B&ﬂdﬂag—Depaﬁmem—er—Zomng Inspector with a statement of all expenses related to the
removal of the noxious weeds or rank vegetation and any costs associated with the
enforcement of this Section or any notice regulred hereunder the—eh&rges—fer—the—setmees;
he—fees-of the-office the-notice-and-return, a proper description
of the property and a request that all eests—end—fees expenses be entered upon the tax
duplicate and a lien be placed upon the property from the date of entry, which shall be
collected as other taxes and returned to the musieipality-er-township according to law.
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SECTION 2

This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the health,
safety and welfare of the residents of the County and to immediately improve the efficiency of
the enforcement of the aforementioned section in order to immediately reduce the amount of
noxious weeds and rank vegetation in the County.

SECTION 3

Provided this Ordinance receives the affirmative vote of eight members, it shall take
effect immediately upon its adoption and approval by the Executive; otherwise, it shall take
effect and be in force at the earliest time provided by law.

SECTION 4

It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council conceming and relating
to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all
deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action,
were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

INTRODUCED ____August 29, 2011
ADOPTED December 12, 2011
e i ad --
,. { i 'j
CL}Ka:ﬁ:’ COUNCTL PR?’[DVENT OF COUNCIL
APPROVED December 13, 2011
”—12;{( A;J/(L()%g/\
ECUPIVE——

| ENACTED EFFECTIVE December 13, 2011

Voice Vote:8-0: Comunale, Crawford, Feeman, Kurt, Lee, Roemer, Schmidt, Shapiro
ABSENT: Kostandaras, Prentice, Rodgers




